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Situation

e The Government of Argentina extended until 31 January the provisions on restrictions
and requirements for access to territory for nationals of Argentina and resident
foreigners, including presentation of negative PCR and compliance with a quarantine
for 7 days, as well as the reduced number of entry border points. Paraguay and Bolivia
are among the American countries that will receive the first doses of the AstraZeneca
/ Oxford vaccine under the COVAX mechanism(***). The anti-Covid doses will arrive in
the counties in the second half of February.

e In Bolivia, increasing trend of exits of Venezuelan families through the Pisiga -
Colchane border, towards Chile were reported, despite land borders remaining closed
due to COVID-19-prevention measures and the deployment of military forces in Chile.

e The situation in northwest Argentina has become more complex as borders remain
closed with minimum presence of the migration authority and as new circulation
restrictions were adopted due to a sharp increase in COVID-19 positive cases in Jujuy. Concerning protections risks in terms of
access to health services have also been identified at La Quiaca’s hospital, which has almost reached its full capacity of COVID-
19 patients. Consequently, health authorities and professionals have become reluctant towards guaranteeing effective access to
health services for foreigners as the province has a local restrictive legislation on this matter (Law 6116).

e In Uruguay, by virtue of the recent adoption of Decree 16/021 which establishes an exception for entering the country for
refugees and cases of family reunification, an increase in asylum-seekers at border was reported over the last week of January.
Between 11 and 20 January, groups of Venezuelans entered the territory mainly through the Rivera international border crossing.
No rejections at the border or irregular entry into the territory have been identified.
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ARGENTINA: ADRA, CAREF, FCCAM, I0M, Jesuit Migrant Service, Red Cross Argentina, UNHCR.

BOLIVIA: Caritas Bolivia, Caritas Cochabamba, Caritas Switzerland, IOM, Munasim Kullakita Foundation, UNHCR,
World Vision.

PARAGUAY: IOM, Semillas para la Democracia, UNHCR.

URUGUAY: ADRA, Idas y Vueltas, IOM, SEDHU, UNHCR.

Response*** @

e Partners continued to provide: shelter solutions in the e Partners provided psycho-social support and legal

form of collective or individual shelter in the short,
medium and long term to prevent homelessness among
the most vulnerable refugees and migrants from
Venezuela, NFls (especially medicines and
hygiene/cleaning items), food and multipurpose cash
assistance to cover their basic needs, mostly in border
areas of Argentina, Bolivia and Uruguay, where
populations flows were reported over the month.
Integration activities, including a virtual program that
offers entrepreneurship, education and financial
inclusion tools to refugee and migrant entrepreneurs,
were conducted by partners in Argentina.

assistance to refugees and migrants on how to access
asylum and regularization procedures, as well as access
to basic social services and other documentation in the
four countries.

Partners in coordination with Argentina’s government
facilitated family reunifications whenever possible. In
Paraguay, the National Refugee Commission (CONARE)
recognized during January some 501 Venezuelans as
refugees.
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For more information, please contact: José Manuel Caceres — caceres@unhcr.org| Martina Gdmez — margomez@iom.int
*From 01/01/2021 until 31/01/2021 | **Source: FTS Website | ***The list of partners per country include those who reported actions during the timeframe of this
report and does not necessarily reflect all the partners that conform the National Platforms. | *** PAHO/WHO information
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